S G -3
A, o

S

RS

'knowing this 1life and giving us the opportunity to pbay for Her ”ul, that being

IN MEMORIAM KATE ASHLEY FUNERAL AT BURFORD 25th Jume 1979

Ve are here to thank God for revealing himself to so many through the earthly life
of Kate Ashley. I speak as one of the generations of her boys at Saint Michael's
who caught, whilst being taught, a vision of holiness which has been with me ever sin
Hers was a robust, unashamed, unsweriing acceptance of the Catholic Faith as received
by the best traditions of the Church of England. It was this which shone through
the considerable centribution which she made to the History of the College and which
toushed the lives of those chastised by her "taize vous" for being noisy in the Frenct
Lesson or those who t ook part in the Grand Howl round the camp fire. The loyalty
which she showed to the'College was reTlected in the loyalty of many old boys during
her long retiement at Davenham, where this same faith sustained her during the frustr-
ations of adapting her purposeful stride to the manipulation of a wheelchimir in a
manner almoet worthy of the paraplegic @lypicsi

It must be left to one worthier than I tp pay a full tribute to her at some later
dates Suffice it for me to say that she represented what seems to be a dying race -
one of those who served God and School with complete and utter dedication, and without
whose presence and inspiration, earth is the poorer, b%eam the richer.
She was a great Spitritual reader, and I can remecmber her talking to me of Father
Andrew a long time ago. In one of his letters to a friend after the death of Lilian &
he wrote this:-= " I have been preaching much sbout a "right spiritual ambition®
that is what i wanted. And there is nothing so thrilling as fighting oneself, and
trying to elimb the hills of holiness, Fighting and climbing seem to be two
words which apply to Katie. Cnly the other day, she told me to go and see the
little upstairs Chapel where daily intercessions were offered - although she could
not climb thc stairs, she would take her wheelchair up in the lift, for the mtter of
prayer was essmtial to her life. I was so glad that Andrew & Sally wWalters were
able to share that visit, for Katie was able to know that Saint Iichael's was in
safe hands, and that the same love for Cur Lord which she showed was as strong as ever.
Another glant of the inglo Cathdic liovement was Fr Stanton, who quoted these words in 4
After thesey I will read a lesson from the First Epistle of Saint ®er. 4
' I hope that both will reflect éhe benefit we have cained LG
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fon years that 4ia from to without
a breakd She serwed under wardens and with
countloss other staff. She nust have taught over
boys in her time, to say nothing of those at the small
private school in Tenbuwy before she came to SelleCe
Her belief in all that the Scout movement demanded
was passed on in full measure to her culbs, and nofone can
Lorget the dedication - the infectious dedication of
one of ‘kela's investitures, or the great burden and pric-
idege which she made clear when a sixer was appointed.
The res-ponilbilities of handling the members of the Red
Six stild lie heavily upon my shoulders, and the dire
consequences which would ensue ane almost mere relevani
than the charge at (ndination,
9 do not know how dong the College was using
"En Route” En Marche” and "€n France” lut J can always
zemenber the great expression which she put into the
episode when that ghastly prig of a child Toto, the
pride of lonsicur et lladame Lepine, fell into the ducknond.
The descriptive word was FLOC and I can hear Katie say 4t
nows
The doyalty which she shoved to the College stemned
fron her deep faith and to a dlarge degree ithe working out
(. op that faith theough the worship of the Chapel. The
pwzu,c meant much #o her, and her well done o the solo
ng aftewards was a greai encowragenents She was never
o "es" person - I am sure that there were many times
whon she disaqxreed with the particular holder of the
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carden's Ulfice, but having made her point she would
albidde by the decision taken, This same doyadtsy wae
zef,l,ccted An her work for this Society of which 4ham4
Secretaruy for yearss She kept up a conaideralile “\
roreeapondence with a nunber of old boys and during her
telirenent - a very dong one - ai the lovely house
Davenhan in laluvern, the faith she had lived out at
Saint llichael's sustained her. The contacts ahe was
alde to ma'ntain kept her mind alert and active, and
ohe was a vewy active memlber of the house and of the
parish of Saint Gabriel's. She had been a great and
intrepd motordist, and it was a great sadness to her

to have to giwe this up. tlowever, as with evewypthing
her great faith and sheer determination susiained hexr
as she adapted her purposeful stride of foimer years

to the manipulaiion of a wheelchair in amanner cdmosi
worthy of a place din the paraplegic Olympics!

It must be deft to one woxrthier than I to pay a
full trilute to her at some later date. Suflice it fox
ne Lo say that she iepresented what secms to be a dying
race - one of those who sewed God and Schood wiih
conplele and witer dedication, and without whose
presdence and dinspitaiion, carth 4is the poorer, but
heauen the aichei. She was a great spiriiuad reader

tand 5 can rzemember her talking with me about Father

f?ndﬂ,au 5¢0.Ce a long time ago. In one of his letters
| to\a friendiafier the death of Lidian Daylis, he wrote
f M. "J have leen preaching much about a 'zight
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