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S. MICHAEL’S
COLLEGE SOCIETY

MAGAZINE

          SEPTEMBER 2011
Please could I have all booking forms/cheques for the Reunion etc. returned to me by September 19th at the latest so I can inform Cadmore Lodge of numbers attending the Annual Dinner.
Many thanks

Tim Coles

Secretary

President’s Message
It is a great privilege to be writing this to you as the new President of the St. Michael's College Society - and quite possibly the youngest ever! 

If I am able to do half the job of my predecessor William Jenkyns I will not be doing too badly.

Perhaps I should take this opportunity to introduce myself to those of you who don't know me. 

I started SMC in September 1976 and left in July 1982. I had one year of Dennis Paxman as my Warden and that was plenty. I don't mind admitting that my 7-year-old self was scared stiff of this grimly authoritarian figure who swept down the bottom corridor all stern features and billowing gown.
It was so nice in more recent years to meet up again through the reunion dinner and discover a kind and amusing gentleman who thoroughly enjoyed real ale and was a Goon Show fanatic. Hardly the stuff of scary dictators! 

Andrew Walters was my second Warden and he brought along his trademark humour and infectious enthusiasm. Over the years he pulled St. Michael's into the modern era (carpets, lighting...that kind of thing!) and, just before I left,  well and truly entered the technological age with the acquisition of something called a computer. It was a Sinclair ZX81 which baffled and daunted us in equal measure. Of course we now know that it contained no more gadgetry than a modern electric toothbrush.  

There is no question that St. Michael's was a very special school. Its history is genuinely significant as has been its effect on so many old boys and girls. You can only make old friends once, and I have SMC to thank for so many of mine. 
I remember my initial few hours at the school. One of the first people I met was our Society Secretary Tim Coles and we played frisbee on the playground which distracted me brilliantly from the business of being left behind by my parents. Tim has been a good friend from that day to this.

I frequently encounter people who are amazed at the fact I remain friends with so many people from five decades ago, and if they met any of you it would no doubt compound their surprise! But those friendships and the ease with which we all just pick up and carry on at each reunion as if time has not elapsed at all, is what the St. Michael's 'family' is all about.  

There maybe those who think that The Society is just a futile King Canute style exercise in trying to hold back the tide of inevitability (but isn't everything?), yet there is so much to sustain and keep alive.
The College's history is remarkable in its own right and should be studied, remembered and celebrated for as long as possible. But it's the human connections that give the society vibrancy, life and meaning.

I look forward to welcoming all those attending this year's reunion. And if you are reading this and have not yet decided, or are worried that you have never been back and won't know anybody - I can assure you the St. Michael's bond will ensure that you are instantly among friends.

Guy Holland, President SMCS
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Reunion 2010
Members and Friends Present – 68 attended the dinner:
William Jenkyns (Outgoing President)
Guy Holland (Incoming President)

John Pepper (Treasurer)

Tim Coles (Secretary)

Chris and Alison Coles (74-79)

John Davies (39-43)
Christopher Dam (43-48)

Chris Higman (54-58)

Peter Haslam (36-40)

John Austin (41-44)

Alan & Shirley Dale (Friends)
Peter & June Squire (47-50)
Yvonne Harding (staff) & David Harris (70-75)

David and Sheila Pepper (Friends)
Tony & Janet Penn (Friends)

Jean & David Harrison (guests)

Tina & Peter Coles (guests)

Ken & Jill Bourne-Turner (guests)

Andrew Walters (Warden 77-85)

Susan Ballance (guest)

Alice Asquith (76-80?)

Helen Roach (nee Field) (75-80)

Felicity Osborne (nee Cole) (75-80?)

Jenny Paxman (Warden’s wife) (65-77)

Tory Paxman (74-79)

Brian & Nora Demaus (32-37 & staff 46-84)

Derrik Jenkyns (40-44)

John & Norah Brown (39-44)

Jenson Jones (57-59)
Mary Thorpe (Friend)

Jackie Rose  (staff)
Mike Benson (50-55)

Julan Dams (48-54)

Charles Beresford (52-57)

Julan Wiltshire (43-48)
Robin Lowe (58-61)
Simon & Jo Whiteman (72-77)

Michael Hart (50-54)

Tarqin Wiggins (late 70s)

Andrew Weston (late 70s)
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Robin & Karen Bayley (80s)
Lawrence Bayley (70s/80s)

Nick Weston (80s)

Richard Pepper (80s)
Simon Bafield (76-81)

Stewart Meikle (67-71?)

George & Vanessa Chesterton (?dates)
Edward Watson-Williams (70s)

John & Liz Weston (Friends)

George, Carol & Alex Field (?dates)

Cricket 2010
by Guy Holland
I'm pleased to report the SMC Old Boys cricket team extended its winning run in the annual reunion fixture against St. Michaels Village.

Battle commenced once again on the old 1st XI pitch which is a couple of decades beyond its best and continues to throw up a few variables which adds to the challenge. However, it probably plays better than it looks and that must be down in no small part to Derek Lanman who continues to prepare it as best he can and mark out the creases. We are always very grateful and we fully intend to play on a pitch that is our cricketing spiritual home as long as we can. Surrounded by trees and in the shadow of the Church and Old Buildings it must surely have been one of the finest cricketing settings any school has enjoyed.

Under beautifully sunny skies Village won the toss and elected to field. Tim Coles and Simon Banfield opened the batting.  Banfield's all or nothing scoring record unfortunately continued and he posted only one before ensuring SMC got off to the shakiest of starts. Tim Coles is often a reliable hand at the top of the order but he fell for 10 and Nick Weston, frequently a heavy scorer, was quickly out courtesy of a neat stumping.

It was a pleasure to welcome Hamish Coles, son of Chris Coles, into the team for his début. There is no question that he 'knows how to hold a bat’ and hopefully he can become a key team member for years to come. There is no doubt that he will score many more runs than the 4 he made this time.  
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SMC found itself in a precarious state with four wickets down cheaply and Robin Bayley in hospital with some kind of unexplained 'Fat Hand Condition'. Big brother Lawrence Bayley is a talented cricketer who has played at a high standard for many years, but that didn't prevent him from playing a lazy flat-footed feeble drive that simply dollied the ball into the covers and he was out for 5.

It was time for somebody to dig in and steady the ship.  Although derided by some with a lesser understanding of the game(!) Holland did precisely that by scoring 15 consecutive singles at the beginning of his innings. Jonathan Trott-like, he laid a solid foundation from which the team could push on. He followed up this measured start with eight consecutive 4s and retired on 50.
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Further down the order invaluable support came from John Pepper who turned back the clock with a stylish 35 not out.  As Ian Botham once said, “Form is temporary, class is permanent”...!!

A total of 149 was posted and for Village, Giles starred with the ball taking and impressive 4-14. 
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In reply Village looked well on course for the first half of their innings reaching 90-3. But destructive spells from Simon Banfield yielded 2-4 (before he broke down suffering from a combination of gross lack of fitness and apathy) and Hamish Coles whose 3-7 in four overs put a firm halt to Village's advances on the SMC total. They eventually finished 115-8.

As always the match was played in great spirit, Village provided a sumptuous and eagerly devoured tea and the game provided a great focal point for those turning up throughout the day - including Rev. Andrew Walters whose haranguing from the boundary would make Australian supporters proud!

This annual match is hugely enjoyable and if you would like to take part please let me or Tim Coles know. Cricketing aptitude is not a prerequisite and certainly not more important than enthusiasm and a sense of fun!

Golf Society 2011
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The annual SMCS Golf Society competition was held at the society’s ‘spiritual home’ of Kington Golf Club on May Bank Holiday.
Unfortunately only five members were able to play, and this number included a guest from New Zealand, however, as always it was an enjoyable afternoon and this time graced by good weather.
The winner on the day was Ian Holland with 30pts and runner-up was Nick Weston on 28pts. The other contestants                                                    were Tim Coles, James Mealings and Kiwi David Jack.

Saint Michael’s College Prize Giving 2011 
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The Service to the Community shield was awarded to Marina Kutumova (pictured on the left). Marina is from Kazakhstan and is a University Foundation course student. She was Head of Charity this academic year and co-ordinated all fund raising efforts, including helping to raise over £1,000 for the victims of the tsunami in Japan (collecting from passers-by in Tenbury).

 

The Academic Achievement shield was awarded to April Geng. April is from China. She arrived in the UK to do an A Level course, with fairly limited English, two years ago. April has worked extremely hard during her time at the College and has an offer to study Economics at Edinburgh University from September 2011.
Memories

By John Wilson

The following reflections on college life are offered in my father Marshall’s memory (see Obituary) and in tribute to the significant part SMC played in his life, and were prepared courtesy of the thoughts and recollections of two of his SMC contemporaries, his brother David, and close family friend Malcolm Meikle, to whom I extend my thanks.

It being the war years, life at the college was unusual in several respects. David remembers hiking out to a meadow some distance away to look at a dropped German bomb. Malcolm tells of seeing and hearing the bombing of Coventry some 40 miles away from the scout camp at Kinver Edge. On a couple of occasions the boys were evacuated down the spiral staircase into the kitchens during nearby air-raids. For the most part, however, the college provided a safe and happy haven for the boys who were largely unaware of the turmoil going on elsewhere.
Petrol was severely rationed during the war, and this meant few parental visits during term time. For my father, David and Malcolm, getting back to school after the holidays from their home in Pershore meant a short car ride to Worcester, a train from Shrub Hill, a wait of up to a couple of hours at Kidderminster, and finally the “Tenbury slug” out into the Teme valley. The Wilson and Meikle parents would sometimes come up to the college together to take the boys out for picnics by the Teme, and Malcolm also fondly remembers trips out to the Goggin, a hill near Richards Castle, with Tim Hollis and his parents.
Many of the pre-war staff had gone off to do their duty; Mr Ferguson, for example, went off to join the RAF, while Mr Menzies went to the army. Warden Buckmaster, it was rumoured, went off to join the secret service, and was succeeded by Rev Dr AV Billen, who came out of retirement to take on the role, as did Rev Wrag. Rev Billen provided a large selection of books for the boys to read, and ran musical appreciation classes in the dayroom at the end of the corridor under the Chapel dormitory. Eddie Pine taught History, Geography and English, took the scouts, including night manoeuvres, and was something of a poet and scholar, producing a book called the Tenbury Letters, a four volume limited edition of autobiographical letters collected by the founder’s sister. Miss Ashley was Arkela – the Cub Scout leader, and taught French. Mr Haldane was a Scottish gent who habitually wore a kilt. Reggie Garman, who taught Maths, lived in the house whose orchard backed on to the college football pitches – and thus provided great temptation to the boys who fancied the odd apple; he was a keen birdwatcher and often used to sleep out on his veranda. Dr Alderson, one of the college fellows, was a frequent visitor and would read stories to the boys in the dormitory. The Chair of the Governors was Col. Prescott, and Dr Blundell Williams was the school doctor.
There were no more than 50 pupils at the school at the time, about 16 of whom would have been choristers. Fellow pupils at the time included Wallbank, Preston, Brown, Stansby, Loft, Hollis, Rose, John and Bill Davies, Roland Wiseman, Johnny Walker, and, Dave and Malcolm remember, a boy called McMahon who had a wonderful voice that did full justice to Mendelsohn’s Hear my Prayer. Malcolm remembers that Dad did not join the choir until sometime after he first started at St Michaels, singing on Decani. The round of sung services was, as ever at SMC, the bedrock of school life, under the direction of Mr Littlejohn the choirmaster (who suffered badly with chilblains!).
Musical life at the college was given an exciting twist by the fact that the Royal School of Church Music, under the leadership of Sir Sidney Hugo Nicholson, made St Michael’s its wartime base. Sir Sidney spent much time at the college, living in one of the cottages down the cinder track, and David remembers him making an announcement one breakfast-time in 1944 that Rome had fallen to the Allies. At around that time, Sir Sidney chaired a long meeting at the college (lasting two weeks or more) to develop a revised version of Hymns Ancient and Modern. Also at around that time, Sir Sidney wrote a cantata called Peter the Chorister which sadly only received 3 or 4 performances. Edmund Fellowes was the RSCM librarian at the time, and supervised many of the books in the St Michael’s collection being sent to Windsor to be re-bound; a relationship that was strengthened when an old prayer book from the reign of King Charles, discovered amongst the college collection, was sold to the Queen as a gift for the King.
Most lessons were held in the then quite new Swann Building, which also housed the changing rooms with staff accommodation upstairs. The Quarry provided an adventure playground for the boys where dens got build and twists and dampers were cooked over open fires. Miss Thoms’ post office just outside the college on Oldwood Road provided a vital service by doubling up as the school tuck shop! The old school house down by the Cadmore Bridge, later Mr Demaus’s house, was used for boxing lessons. On Sundays, the boys went for long walks to such places as Romers Common, Raddle Bank and, on occasion, out beyond Cinders to Poet’s Stone, commemorating the visit of William and Mary Wordsworth on October 22, 1845.
All in all then, St Michaels was for Dad, just as it was for all of us lucky enough to go there, a very special place to be. I hope these reflections will serve as a reminder of happy times to those of his contemporaries who read it.

Sir Frederick Ouseley’s grave

                               

Thanks to the generosity of the Old Boys, the white marble cross on the Founder’s  grave has been restored and looks as good as new. It was designed by Sir Aston Webb, architect of the V & A and the East Front of Buckingham Palace.
The Father Willis Organ
The St Michael’s PCC is very grateful to the Old Boys and Friends of St Michael’s who so generously contributed to the organ appeal. With the tax rebate approximately £7000 was raised. The parish has raised over £5000 and we had about £12000 already in the organ fund. Christopher Robinson kindly came up from Cambridge in May to conduct a choral workshop in aid of the appeal and he has given me some very helpful advice. He suggested I approach the John Pilling Trust, based in Bolton, for financial help. I spoke to the clerk to the Trustees and told him all about St Michael’s and what we hoped to do to restore the organ. He informed me that  because of the present financial situation, the Trustees were only going to give support to organs in churches in the York Province. However he thought St Michael’s sounded rather “special” and asked me to put down on paper what I had told him, send it to him and he would bring it up at the next Trustees’ meeting. A few weeks later I received a letter saying that the Trustees would welcome an application for a grant from St Michael’s. This I did and we have been awarded £12000.

 

We need just over £33000 + VAT and by using some of the Dan Symonds bequest we can cover the total cost. Nicholson of Worcester has given us a very reasonable estimate for the work to be carried out: to replace the worn leatherwork on all 4 manuals, the pedal organ and some of the concussion bellows together with some cleaning of exposed pipework. Work is due to start on the 1st October and should be completed in time for the carol service in December.

 

Michael Hart

Father Barnabas remembered
By Mike Benson

In "Memories of St . Michael's, Tenbury" edited by Charles Beresford (2006), Christopher Lowder (1953.3 – 1958.2) refers to "... an assistant divinity master whose name – shamefully – I simply cannot remember , but who I think was Irish, possibly in his thirties, who used to read ghost stories to us in the big dormitory ... ".  I am pretty sure that the divinity master in question was actually the Rev. Ian Burton, one of a number of colourful characters who taught at St. Michael's. 
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Ian Burton (1915 – 1996) was actually born and grew up near Machynlleth in North Wales.  His first language was Welsh and he did not learn English until he went to school.  He was brought up as an Anglican and ordained into the Anglican Church in Wales, where he had a number of curacies.  After a short period as a Roman Catholic, he returned to the Church of England and it was at that stage that he came as chaplain to St. Michael's in 1954.  

He was an inspired teacher of religious knowledge and history. I still have a Daily Telegraph Souvenir magazine published in 1955 to celebrate its centenary which he ordered as we were studying history of that period.  He was a good preacher and could have the congregation in fits of laughter before becoming more serious.  And, as Christopher remembers, he was a good storyteller and would tell ghost stories before lights out in the big dormitory.  He was also good with his hands and in his spare time to taught fretwork to a number of boys.  I think that he left St. Michael's at the same time as I did, in 1955, or soon after.  

I next heard from him several years later when he was a Russian Orthodox monk by the name of Father Barnabas.  By that time, I was a theological student.  He was living a monastery to the south west of Paris.  Most of the monks were elderly Russian emigrees.  The Russian emigree community was split mainly between those who were still under the Patriarch of Moscow and those who came under the Patriarch of Constantinople.  They were deeply suspicious of each other.  The monastery was a rather dilapidated chateau.  There was a modest little chapel with lots of icons where the services were held in church Slavonic (a form of old Russian) that is still used, and which Father Barnabas had mastered.  I stayed at the monastery in April 1963 and a year later.  

He told me that he had visited Russia in a few years earlier.  One night there was loud knocking at his hotel room door when he was fast asleep.  He thought it must be the secret police coming to arrest him.  The knocking persisted and eventually, in fear and trembling, he opened the door.  Those who had woken him were most apologetic!  There was flooding in the room below from a burst pipe in his bathroom.

Father Barnabas moved back to England in the mid 1960s and tried to establish an Orthodox monastery first in Hastings, then in Devon and he was now under jurisdiction of the Patriarch of Constantinople.  By this time, I was working in education administration, having decided that ordination was not for me and after a visiting him at his monastery in Devon, I lost contact with him.  I learned later that he moved (back) to Wales in the 1970s and eventually established a St. Elias Monastery, New Mills, a few miles to the north of Newtown.  He was given the title Archimandrite, originally a title given to the superior of a monastery of special importance but now used as a title of honour for priest-monks of distinction.  He died in March 1996 at the age of 82.
Who’s Who
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In last year’s magazine I asked if you could put names to faces in this Commem 1952 photo.

Many thanks to Brian Demaus and Charles Beresford for supplying the answers:

Front row (left) is Dr Heathcote Statham - pupil, organist and Fellow; (right) is Canon Cyril Taylor, Fellow and composer of the hymn tune ‘Abbots Leigh’.

Back row: Christopher Bett, Ben Pearce-Higgins, David Rosser.
Middle row: Stephen Craig, Roger Finlay, Jeremy Hall.

Incidentally, Charles tells me that Dr Statham and Canon Taylor also sat next to each other in the Centenary photo four years later.
Former member of staff and tenor in the choir Rev. Denis Parry answered my appeal for information on the late Michael Oldroyd, who was his best friend at SMC and godfather of his son Giles.

Michael left SMC in 1967 and went to work at Ashburnham Place, a Christian conference centre, helping with all the practical maintenance, building and grounds work that was needed there. He married the owner’s secretary Jennifer in 1969 and had two children. He worked for Ashburnham Christian Trust until poor health meant he could no longer work there. He suffered a stroke in 1996, and died from cancer in 2001.

Denis also points out that on the Innocent and Singing CD produced by the Society, track 8 is incorrectly described. The performance was actually of his production of Christmas 1966, stage managed and lit by Michael Oldroyd, who made a splendid canary-coloured cart for the occasion.
Badger was acted by Andrew Partridge (Bishop Partridge’s son) and Mole by Digby Oliver from next door to the College. The pianist was Simon Wyatt and the fieldmice were members of the choir: Stepehen Dagg, Robert Bryan, William Appleby and Robert Robinson. Toad was magnificently acted by Charles Nethersole.

The Joyce Family and Dorking
By John Austin
The Joyce family were a very considerable influence on Ouseley’s life and development. Their guidance and importance is greater, I think, than is generally recognised. Evidence of this influence is acknowledged by Ouseley himself in that no less than three members of the family became Fellows of St Michael’s – James Wayland Joyce in 1856, and Frederick Wayland Joyce and James Barclay Joyce in 1894. This is a very creditable record for one family. Below are four portraits which I found only last week in a history of Dorking Church published in 1912. This was quite an exciting moment as I had certainly never seen any portraits of any of the Joyce family before. 

The story of course starts in 1840 when Sir Gore sent the young Frederick Ouseley, aged fourteen, to be tutored for entrance to Oxford by the Rev. James Joyce (1781-1850), Vicar of Dorking. Also living in the Vicarage were the Vicar and his wife Sarah’s five sons and four daughters. James Wayland Joyce (1812-1887), the eldest son, was his father’s Curate when he also gave lessons to the young Ouseley who was thirteen years his junior. The two formed a lifelong friendship, which was cemented when Ouseley made Wayland the first Fellow of his new College in 1856. 
James Wayland Joyce was a remarkable man; his writings show the depth of his learning and scholarship. He wrote at least half a dozen theological works including ’A Constitutional History Of The Convocations Of The Clergy, From The Earliest Records Of Christianity in Britain To The Date Of The Promulgation Of The Present Day Book Of Common Prayer: Including A List Of All Councils Ecclesiastical As Well As Civil Held In England.’  This 750 page weighty tome was published by Rivingtons in 1855. He followed this in 1862 with ‘Ecclesia Vindicata: A Treatise On Appeals In Matters Spiritual, With Suggestions For Amending The Course Of Proceeding In Appeals from the Ecclesiastical To The Judicial Committee Of Privy Council’.
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As I said above, Wayland wrote about four more books in this vein, which seem to me to be worthy of a Doctor of Divinity, and an enormous credit to his father by whom he was no doubt largely taught. After his ordination Wayland became Rector of Burford, near Tenbury Wells. It was he who suggested that beautiful part of England for Ouseley’s new school, and although Frederick Wayland Joyce does not specifically say so in his biography, it was probably his enthusiasm and influence that suggested and persuaded his young friend and pupil to go into the Church. The two of them did form a lifelong friendship, but it was a friendship with profound depths. Wayland Joyce must have been a very proud and happy man when he set out on horseback from his vicarage at Burford on the morning of Saturday October 4th 1856 to ride through Tenbury and up to Old Common. At the far end of the Common he could see the shining roof of the new church. ‘The weather in the early part of the morning had been very stormy and lowering’, reported the ‘The Berrows Worcester Journal’, ‘but as the time fixed for the performance of the solemn Service drew nigh, it cleared up, and a large assemblage of perhaps six or seven hundred persons congregated at the doors of the church, and in the churchyard.  The roadway was thronged with the carriages of the resident gentry, and numerous pedestrians trudged onwards, despite the rain and mud, and at imminent risk to themselves in walking, between the alternating lines of carriages going and returning’.  Wayland Joyce made his way through the crowds towards the vestry door. He was going to sing bass in the choir in the Service of Consecration of St Michael’s. As I said, he must indeed have been a happy man and very proud of his friend and pupil. He had also been present when the foundation stone was laid on 6th May, 1854, as was Henry Woodyer. 
The Rev. James Joyce’s second son was The Rev. William Henry Joyce. He followed his father as Vicar of Dorking from when his father died in 1850 until 1870. It was during this time that the chancel of St Martin’s was rebuilt to the designs of Henry Woodyer, the architect probably being suggested by Frederick Ouseley. The parish had raised money in the 1830s to rebuild the old medieval nave in the Low Church style – a dominant pulpit and galleries between ugly iron pillars, with the medieval chancel being more or less closed off. This was dedicated just before Rev James Joyce became vicar in 1837. In the 1870s, when The Rev. Philip Hoste was Vicar, the parishioners were asked to agree to having the recently built but unpopular Low Church nave demolished, and a new nave and spire built to the design of Woodyer, which completed his rebuilding of the whole church. This shift from Low Church to near - Tractarianism in thirty years was of course replicated across much of England.

The Rev. William Henry Joyce was born in 1827, which makes him twelve when Ouseley first got to know him in 1839/40. I have a letter dated Christmas Eve, 1858 from Ouseley to William which refers to William’s collection of autographs. Perhaps this hobby started when they were boys together living at the Vicarage.  As you can see the letter is not that important, but it implies that Sterndale Bennett and Ouseley corresponded together from time to time, and it gives Ouseley’s opinion of him as a composer. The letter reads – Tenbury, Christmas Eve, 1858. My Dear William Joyce, We never correspond – but I hope we don’t forget one another. To show you I not only remember you, but your tastes and collections, I enclose a characteristic letter to me for your autograph collection from William Sterndale Bennett, Mus. Doc. Cantab, Professor of Music in that University – favourite pupil of Mendelssohn, and one of the best composers England has produced. Will you accept it? With all good Christmas wishes from Your sincere old friend, Frederick A. G. Ouseley.
The Rev. Prebendary James Barclay Joyce was the son of Frederick Wayland Joyce who wrote Ouseley’s biography, and grandson of James Wayland Joyce. He was Rector of Coreley, in Shropshire, which is only about 5 miles NE from Tenbury, and near enough to visit St Michael’s from time to time no doubt, and to attend meetings of the Fellows. 

For some time I have been trying to find the initial like between Ouseley and his architect. Where and when did they first meet? Who suggested to Ouseley that he should employ Woodyer for his new church and college?  A new avenue of research has shown itself by looking into the lives of other members of the Joyce family.

On June 14th 1853 Wayland Joyce’s eldest sister Laura married George Cubitt (1828 – 1917) later to become 1st Baron Ashcombe. He was the son of Thomas Cubitt, who was the leading London builder and property developer of his day. Woodyer never did any work in central London, but when, at the time that Wayland was suggesting to Ouseley a site on Old Common, perhaps he also asked his brother-in-law if he could advise Ouseley on a possible architect. 
_______________________
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SMC as seen shortly after it was built, and in stereo!
 Stereographic pairs on card, and dated from around the time of the founding of the college
seen on Ebay by Frederick Appleby – “they went for a handsome price”
Letters/Emails to the Society
Dear Tim

On behalf of St Michael’s PCC, please convey to the SMCS grateful thanks for the 94 CDs (Innocent and Singing) for sale with proceeds to the Organ Fund.

We will do our best to raise £900 and are all very grateful to the Society for their continued support of our efforts to maintain the church and organ.

Yours sincerely,

Mary Thorpe

--------------------------
Dear Tim

Thank you for your letter with news of the Annual Reunion 2011 sent to my husband Michael Adams. Michael, who died last year, never attended St Michael’s – I don’t know how his name became listed.

However, I must try to explain the Adams mystery. Believe it or not I am the ‘Old Boy’ because way back in September 1939 I attended lessons at the College for a year.

My family had been spending the summer holidays with my grandmother, Mrs Garman, who lived at the Lions Den on the Common. When war broke out my parents decided to leave my younger brother and myself with our grandmother instead of taking us home to Hertfordshire.

My uncle, Mr RC Garman, was teaching maths at the College at this time and he persuaded the headmaster, Mr Buckmaster, to allow me, aged seven, to attend lessons as a day pupil. I have hazy memories of this year but do recall being good at conker fights, being allowed to use the staff loo and being sent home to Lions Den when I developed a German measles rash which was spotted in a maths lesson.

I used to ride my bicycle to the College each day wearing grey shorts, a blue blouse, and with my hair tied in two bunches with black ribbons!

I hope all this clarifies the matter and that my name replaces Michael’s on the Old Boys’ register. I did try to put things right about 50 years ago but obviously it was found to be incredible.

I fear I shall not be attending reunions due to old age and living too far away but I like receiving Old Boys’ news.

Yours sincerely,

Judy Adams (nee Barker)
Sir

I am currently researching the life and career of John Willis Hampton (1897-1986) and wonder if you might be able to help me with this research.

Mr. Hampton was the son of Rev. John Hampton who was for many years associated with Tenbury as Warden of St. Michaels's and Vicar of Tenbury.

John Willis Hampton was apparently a member of the Choir in Westminster Abbey during the Coronation of King George V in June 1911 and he later served in the First World War with the Royal Artillery.

I would be most grateful for any information you may be able to provide relating to John Willis Hampton; any assistance would be very much appreciated.

Thank you for your kind help in this matter.

David Collett

56 Grierson Road

Forest Hill

London SE23 1PE

norman.collett@btconnect.com
----------------------

Mike Slay here...
Time has gone along....not sure who I am talking to...could be Tim Coles? Recently been doing a lot of clearing up and thinking ...age related!!!!....also finding material for memoirs I hope to get on too.  SMC suddenly plays a huge part....I stumbled on your website that re-kindled a lot of dormant brain cells...lots of names I remember...so interested to see what happens...

 

I started at SMC as a 7 year old on April 28, 1947 and was the smallest lad (as in height) in the school (and probably the youngest).  I was never a great scholar.... but full of other meaningful memories that no doubt had a bearing on my love of agriculture (mind you wearing a bright red blazer on Sunday walks...often  amongst 'inquisitive' cattle, was not a good start)...I left in 1953. 

 

For 7 years SMC was basically my home as my parents were working in the colonies.  I had hailed from Palestine in Jan 1947 via Egypt (Maardi Camp) with my mother and sister as a result of increasing terrorism towards the British on behalf of the Jewish people.  My father was an Inspector in the  Palestine Police.  England was strange to me and even quite cold after the desert!  SMC was I can tell you even more horrific at first but I loved the place to bits......

 

My best friend was Jeremy Hall who started in 1948 along with Julian Dams. 

 

Soon after The Royal Agricultural College I escaped to New Zealand in 1967 and in doing so lost touch with a lot of things 'at home' including keeping up memberships.  I am a NZ citizen these days.... My career took off once I landed in this country 'with promise' and has centred around agricultural research. I am currently a private consultant (semi retired) in the field of entomology and agronomy primarily in the sheep and beef industry...though NZ has swapped sheep for cows now...almost!

 

I rather hope this gains me some sort of contact and I hope I can supply some memories at some stage.  Of course I remember all the main people like Mr Demaus (Mousy) Miss Ashley, Rev. Kemp Welch and his wife Stella, George Bennet and wont forget Mr Stamps and more..........................

 

I am married....3 girls and 8 grandchildren that now keep us busy....

 

See what this catches...(by the way I have my own cattle now and enjoy their company even in red!!)

mp.slay@xtra.co.nz
-------------------------
1954 Rugger XV
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St Michael's and the World-wide Web

The Society has for a number of years now had a presence on the web, with several members getting back in touch as a result of coming across the website via Google or other search engines.
Delivery of the annual Newsletter by electronic methods has also meant that we can reach a wider membership and also keep our costs down at the same time. It's always a surprise to see what memorabilia is being uncovered in the form of photographs/school lists/magazines and so on, and a great deal if these are being made available via the website.
A new set if photographs have just made an appearance so if you haven't visited the site recently, please feel free to do so. You can even fill in a new Banker's Order on-line if you aren't yet up to date with your subscription! 

The address is www.smcsociety.co.uk 


We hope that you find something of interest there, and that perhaps you will be encouraged to contribute SMC memories of your own. William Jenkyns, SMCS website.

News of Members

Ben Lowe - elder brother of Damian who was killed in an accident on the hills of North Wales some 6/7 years ago, has been appointed Professor of Classical  Archaeology at Aarhus University in Denmark. He and his wife Christy had a son on 18th June last year, the day before Ben's birthday.
Rupert Edwards - Directed and Produced the Trouble with Tolstoy aired on BBC1 in March. Rupert is the brother of Matthew and Tobi, also SMC old boys.
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Frederick Ahmed writes: The newsletter is always a real gem and I was intrigued to read Chris Higman's account of his career and to note the uncanny similarity in our career paths. I too became a chemical engineer, graduating with a London University degree in that subject in 1966, and also worked in the oil industry worldwide. But here is the biggest surprise of all. I too lived and worked as a chemical engineer in Germany for over eight years, from 1977 to 1985, including at the Esso refinery at Cologne, and then with the German national oil company (as it then was), Veba Oel AG, in their investment planning group, based at their flagship Ruhr refineries in Gelsenkirchen. But unlike Chris, I left chemical engineering prematurely in mid 1999 as I became somewhat disenchanted with the topic and wanted to see how the other half lived. I suppose one of the reasons I was drawn to Germany and its language and culture was my love of classical music (thanks to St Michael’s and St John’s!) and particularly the German composers. I wonder what drove Chris to Germany? So, two of the SMC boys in those pictures that Chris sent in both became chemical engineers, both lived and worked for extended periods in Germany, with one apparently permanently settled there, and both now the recipients of a German state pension! SMC never ceases to surprise me.

SMCS Subscriptions

The Society subscription is £10 per annum (minimum). If necessary could you please
 update your standing order accordingly. Many thanks.

A Standing Order Form is printed elsewhere in this Magazine

or is available on our website http://www.smcsociety.co.uk
Music at St. Michael’s Church 2011 Season
Sunday 18th Sept


Sung Eucharist and Choral Evensong

10.00am & 3.00pm

Quindici





Director: Suzanne Edwards





Organist: Tim Mills

Saturday 24th Sept

Choral Evensong

6.00pm



St Michael’s College Society Re-union





The Holgate Consort




Director: David Barclay

Sunday 25th Sept


Sung Eucharist and Choral Evensong

10.00am & 3.00pm

The Elysian Singers





Director: Paul Richards





Organist: John Pryer

Sun 13th Nov



Remembrance Sunday

10.00am



Sung Eucharist





The Hereford Church Singers





Director: John Eden

Sat 10th Dec



Christmas Carol Service

6.30pm



The Birmingham University Singers





Director: Dr John Whenham

Sun 11th Dec



Sung Eucharist 

10.00am 



The Birmingham University Singers





Director: Dr Paul Rodmell

3.00pm



Choral Evensong





The Birmingham University Singers





Director: Dr John Whenham

Programmes: All payable at the door

Proceeds of Concerts and Recitals in aid of

St.Michael’s Church Funds

Obituaries
John Marshall Wilson 1931–2011
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Marshall’s son Michael writes:

Born in Pershore, Worcestershire, my father, pictured below in school uniform with his younger brother David, was at St Michael’s from 1939 to 1944.

He went on to St Edward’s Oxford, becoming head boy, followed by national service with the 2nd Light Artillery Troop, 2RHA. Between 1953 and 1955 he went to Trinity College Oxford to study medicine. He rowed twice in the university boat race and was president of the Oxford University Boat Club.
He began his medical career doing house jobs at St Thomas’s Hospital, London, before moving to Wolverhampton where he trained in midwifery and paediatrics; he was then offered an assistantship at a GP practice in Brewood, Staffordshire. In 1961 he was invited to join his father’s practice in Pershore and spent the rest of his career as a GP in the town, becoming senior partner in 1977, finally hanging up his stethoscope in 1991. During the 1980s he became the GP representative on the health authority’s District Management Team, and his involvement in medical affairs continued after retirement with the nursing homes inspectorate.
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He led an extremely full and active life. He spent hours researching local history from original sources – title deeds, archives and old photographs. He was an authority on the history of the Pershore area, and was always responding to requests for information about the town and its past, and helping people keen to find out more about their ancestors. Among his many projects, was a book on the history of Pershore, prepared to mark the town’s millennium celebrations in 1972, and subsequently developed by co-authoring a more comprehensive Book of Pershore, published in 1980.
Reading was another passion, and he built up a large collection of books, with bookcases all over the house. People coming to the house would invariably be drawn to browse his library, and so wide were his tastes that they would always find something to interest them. He took great pleasure in seeing people go off with borrowed books under their arm, and he would “stock up” with appropriate books when any of us expressed interest in a particular subject.
And there was always music including a love of opera developed whilst a student at Oxford, family chamber music ensembles, and – the particular St Michael’s legacy – a lifetime of choral music; he was a stalwart of Pershore Abbey choir until very shortly before he died. 

He is fondly remembered and much missed by his family and friends – he gave us all so much wisdom, inspiration and love.
John Beharrell
[image: image26.jpg]


Hugh Cave reports: “I write as an old boy of SMC (1945-50) and as a long-standing friend of John Beharrell who came to SMC after I had left. Sadly he died very suddenly and peacefully on December 15th, 2010 aged 72.
He was probably the most distinguished sportsman the College has ever had.

Going to Bromsgrove School, he had an illness and could not play ordinary games for a time, so took up golf. In 1955 he got to the semi-final of the British Boys Championships and in 1956 won the British Amateur Championship, aged 18 then the youngest ever winner. He beat six international golfers during the week and became an English international a few weeks later.

If anyone put more back into the game than he took out of it, it was John. Always modest and friendly, he served his own club, Little Aston, in every capacity, but his greatest achievement was being elected in 1998 as Captain of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews – the body that, with it’s American equivalent, runs world golf.

A keen collector of old golf clubs, he won the British Hickory Championship in 1993.

He married Veronica Anstey in 1960 who was herself a lady international golfer. In business he was managing director of Scholfield Goodman, an international confirming house and he travelled widely abroad, promoting exports. He was also deputy chairman of the Birmingham Assay Office.

Always very keen on gardening, he bought and built-up Pacific Nurseries, Sutton Coldfield, which his two sons run.

There were three SMC old boys at Little Aston Golf Club; Richard Pepper being the third. We would often reminisce happily about our prep school days and, incidentally, we reckoned that we had the worst three singing voices the College has ever produced!

One could not meet a nicer, more modest and helpful man than John.  
Chris Moxley who attended St Michael's from about 1958 - 1963 died last November, quite unexpectedly aged 60.
Margaret Oliver died in April 2011.

Jeremy Hall has passed away aged 70. He was a pupil at St Michael’s from 1948 to 1954. He'd been ill for a while with cancer.

Not previously reported: Kenneth Ashburner and Jill Shirley (former Matron)
NIBS – News in Brief
Among the recitals listed in The Musical Times, September 1950 was the following:
Mr. Kenneth Beard, St. Mary's Church, Bury St. Edmunds – Concerto No. 2, Handel;  Trio in C minor, Bach;  Sonata No. 8 Rheinberger;  Rhapsody on A Ground, Heathecote Statham.
The Society has purchased 20 copies of the ‘Once a Chorister’ magazine from the Federation of Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association, of which we are a member. The magazines will be available to members at this year’s reunion but if members are interested in taking out a subscription themselves please contact the editor, Michael Barry, at 53 The Shimmerings, Boxgrove Road, Guildford, GU1 2NQ or email editor.oac@gmail.com
Mike Johnson writes: Thank you very much for sending on the double cd.....brought back memories and almost tears....I was invited to walk around the school with John Betjeman and he autographed my form prize "Summoned by Bells". Memories of my bewildering first day, exeats, choral evensong, being a train boy, playing and making dens in the quarry, Mr Demaus reading Tarka the Otter at the end of term, cubs and scouts with Mr Parry and Mr Oldroyd, fishing in the Teme (MacRae caught a 4lb pike on a maggot and size 14 hook!), Christopher Hassal reading to us in the long dormitory, a visit by Montgomery of Alamein to  the school after hearing Choral Evensong on the radio and meeting Fred the boilerman who was in the 8th Army and somehow kept us warm in the winter of 1963 (we had fun skating on the spinney pond and tobogganing) . 

The SMCS Shop

SMCS ties (£10) – a batch of Society ties was produced for the Centenary Reunion. If anyone’s old tie is the worse for wear or you have lost it (!), let a committee member know.
SMCS Centenary mugs (£3.50) – again, as a memento of the 2006 reunion, centenary mugs were produced. They look really good and there are quite a few left so if anyone is interested let us know.
Books

Memories of St Michael’s College, Tenbury edited by C.R.Beresford (2006) Paperback (£7)
Flashbacks by thirty people who were pupils between the 1920s and 1980s, together with articles and appendices with names of staff and pupils. The editor was a pupil from 1952 to 1957.

Elgar, Ouseley and St Michael’s – A personal account by John Austin (2006) (£2.50)
Old Boy and former Society President John Austin has put together a 20 page booklet.

Newsletter 2012
If anyone would like to provide submissions / photographs
for the Newsletter we would welcome them.

(Preferably electronically as it saves substantial re-typing)

Email to: tim-coles@hotmail.co.uk alternatively post to Tim Coles, The Moor Hall, Cleedownton, Ludlow, SY8 3EG
The Society’s website is www.smcsociety.co.uk
St Michael’s College Society

2011 Reunion – 24th September
The programme: Families and guests are most welcome to attend during the day/evening.

Saturday
10.30am

Cricket Old Boys XI v St Michael’s Village XI – morning play
11am

Croquet on the Cloister Lawn (if we can acquire a set!)
12.30pm
Lunch
1.00pm

Cricket resumes - afternoon play
1.00pm

Croquet on the Cloister Lawn

2.00pm

Tour of St Michael’s College starts (if sufficient numbers on day)
2.30 - 3pm
Cricket - close of play, tea and presentation of trophy on Cloister Lawn
3.00pm

Choir practice

4.15pm

SMCS AGM – College Library
6.00pm

Evensong – St Michael’s Church


Followed by SMCS group photo circa 6.45pm, West Door
7.30/7.45pm
SMCS Annual Reunion Dinner at Cadmore Lodge

Reunion Evensong - 6pm 
David Barclay will be bringing the Holgate Consort to sing Evensong as usual and again, as before, Old Boys are welcome to join the choir.

John Stainer was appointed 2nd organist of St Michael’s by the Founder in 1857 when he was 16 years old. He died 110 years ago in 1901 and we thought we would predominantly use his music at Evensong.

The music we will be singing is:-
                Introit        
Jerusalem on high - Ouseley 

                Responses    
Barclay (from Stainer) 

                Psalm        
91  chant Stainer 

                Canticles    
Stainer in B flat 

                Anthem   
I saw the Lord - Stainer

 

John Stainer wrote the anthem for double choir aged 18 while still organist of St Michael’s.

 

NB - Choir Practice will start at 3pm. Old Boys join in as soon as possible.

2011 Annual Reunion Dinner Menu
Homemade vegetable puree soup

Charcuterie salad served with homemade pickles

Smoked trout and avocado salad served with horseradish dressing and
 brown bread and butter

-------------------------------

Roast topside of beef served with Yorkshire pudding and pan gravy

Supreme of chicken filled with blue cheese mousse served with a port cream sauce

Tomato, mozzarella, basil and pine nut tart served with a pesto dressing

Selection of vegetables and potatoes

------------------------------

Apple and sultana pie served with custard

Chocolate brownie served with choc chip mint ice cream

Crème caramel served with brandied prunes

Fresh fruit salad served with pouring cream

Selection of cheese and biscuits

--------------------

Coffee

(Please indicate your choices on Booking Form at the end of this Newsletter)
Any Questions:

Should you have any questions about any of the arrangements please get in touch.

For information, the number of the Tenbury Wells Tourist Information Centre is 01584 810136 and the Ludlow TIC is 01584 875053, and they can provide details on accommodation in the area.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN YOUR RESERVATION SLIP BY SEPTEMBER 19th AND SEND IT TO ME ALONG WITH A CHEQUE.

Tim Coles

The Moor Hall

Cleedownton

Ludlow

Shropshire

SY8 3EG

Tel. 01584 823209
Email tim-coles@hotmail.co.uk
BANK STANDING ORDER[image: image27.jpg]



To……………………………………BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY
Address…………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………….…..
Post Code ………………………………………….
Please pay annually on January 1st to Lloyds TSB, Tenbury Wells, Sort Code 30-98-52 for the credit of St Michael’s College Society, Account No 00114729, the sum of  £…………… until you receive further notice from me in writing.

My Name ………………………………

Address…………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………..
Post Code………………  

Name of Account to be Debited ………………....................

Account Number ……………………   

Sort code: …………….……  

Signed …………………………………………         Date ………..………

Years at SMC: 19__ to 19__
or Year elected Friend of the Society:_________

NOTES
Minimum Subscription £10 (more if you would like) 
Subscriptions are only payable by Members and elected Friends

Please photocopy and return this form to:  
Dr John Pepper
SMCS Treasurer
Gelda Lodge
Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton, Shropshire
SY6 7AE
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Pictures supplied by John Sykes
Annual Reunion 2011 and Dinner Booking Form

Name
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address ……………………………………………………………………………….………………....


……………………………………………………………………………………….....……..


Tel No
…………….…………………………  
E-mail  ………………………………...........

Years at SMC: 19____  to 19____
Please indicate numbers:










Numbers
……….

I will play cricket
……….

I wish to join the Tour of the St Michael’s College buildings

……….

I wish to play croquet
……….
I wish to join in with the choir at Evensong – bass, tenor or alto? 
……….

I will attend the Dinner - £22.00 per head




(partners welcome)



Please indicate choice of meal (see menu):



Starter:


Main Course:


Sweet:
Please return this page along with your cheque for the Dinner to:

(All cheques made payable to - “St Michael’s College Society”)

Tim Coles

The Moor Hall

Cleedownton

Ludlow

Shropshire

SY8 3EG
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